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Collection Summary

Title: Lennard H. Mitchell Diaries

Span Dates: 1914

ID No.: MSS86253

Creator: Mitchell, Lennard H. (Lennard Harris), 1881-1944

Extent: 3 items

Extent: 1 container

Extent: 0.2 linear feet

Language: Collection material in English

Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://Iccn.loc.gov/mm2018086253

Summary: Lawyer and banker. Diaries, documenting Mitchell's July 3-August 31, 1914, automobile trip in France as
World War I broke out.

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Mitchell, Lennard H. (Lennard Harris), 1881-1944.

Organizations
France. Armée--History--World War, 1914-1918.

Subjects
Americans--France.
World War, 1914-1918--France.

Places
France--Description and travel.

Titles
Lennard H. Mitchell papers

Occupations
Bankers.
Lawyers.

Acquisition Information

The diaries of Lennard H. Mitchell were purchased by the Library of Congress in 2018.

Processing History

The diaries of Lennard H. Mitchell were arranged and described by Andrea J. Briggs in 2019.

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Lennard H. Mitchell is governed by the Copyright Law of the United
States (Title 17, U.S.C.).
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Access and Restrictions

The diaries of Lennard H. Mitchell are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room
prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Lennard H.
Mitchell Diaries, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note

Lennard Harris Mitchell was born on February 24, 1881 in Newcastle, Indiana, but later moved to Washington, D.C., where
he lived for most of his life. Mitchell attended Dean Academy in Franklin, Massachusetts, and Columbian University,

now George Washington University Law School, in Washington, D.C. He was a director at Liberty National Bank before
becoming an attorney. In 1904, Mitchell married Bessie Morris. After Bessie’s death in 1937, that same year Mitchell
married his second wife, Edith Koons. Mitchell died on December 21, 1944, in Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note

The diaries of Lennard H. Mitchell (1881-1944) document his July 3-August 31, 1914, automobile trip in France as World
War I broke out. Mitchell sailed to France from the United States in July 1914, traveling with his wife, Bessie Morris
Mitchell. The entries describe the Mitchells’ trip to Europe by sea, their time in London, England, before reaching France
and traveling the country by car before returning to the United States. Of particular interest are the entries relating to the
outbreak of World War I in France, which Mitchell describes during their stay in Nice on August 1, 1914. Later entries
contain his observations and reflections on the mobilization of French troops and how Mitchell was able to stay abreast of
the news and war developments while traveling. Entries also record daily and incidental expenses and descriptions of the
French countryside and various regional and local points of interest in the different cities they traveled through.

Arrangement of the Papers

This collection is arranged chronologically.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Diary (vol. 1), 1914, July 3-Aug. 3

BOX 1 Diary (vol. 2), 1914, Aug. 4-31

BOX 1 Envelope addressed to L. P. Mitchell (father of Lennard Harris Mitchell), undated
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