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Collection Summary
Title: Carl McGowan Papers
Inclusive Dates: 1921-1988
Bulk Dates: 1962-1988
ID No.: MSS65835
Creator: McGowan, Carl, 1911-1987
Extent: 45,500 items
Extent: 151 containers
Extent: 64.6 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/mm89065835
Summary: Chief judge, United States Court of Appeals (District of Columbia Circuit). Chiefly case files depicting
McGowan's judicial career, especially as judge on the United States Court of Appeals District for the District of Columbia
Circuit.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
McGowan, Carl, 1911-1987.
Stevenson, Adlai E. (Adlai Ewing), 1900-1965.

Organizations
United States. Court of Appeals (District of Columbia Circuit)

Subjects
Appellate procedure--United States.
Courts--Washington (D.C.)
Judges--Washington (D.C.)
Justice, Administration of--United States.
Law--United States.
Law--Washington (D.C.)
Procedure (Law)--United States.

Places
Illinois--Politics and government--20th century.

Occupations
Judges.

Acquisition Information
The papers of Carl McGowan were given to the Library of Congress by his wife, Josephine Perry McGowan, in 1988 and
1991.

Processing History
The papers of Carl McGowan were processed in 1989 by David Mathisen. The finding aid was revised in 2013. Items
received in 1991 were processed in 2023 by Rachel Telford.
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Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Carl McGowan is governed by the Copyright Law of the United
States (Title 17, U.S.C.).

Access and Restrictions
The papers of Carl McGowan are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior
to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Carl McGowan
Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1911, May 7 Born, Hymera, Ind.
1932 A.B., Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H.
1936 LL.B., Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

Member, New York bar
1940 Member, Illinois bar
1945 Married Josephine V. Perry
1948 Member, District of Columbia bar
1949-1953 Counsel to Governor Adlai Stevenson of Illinois
1953-1963 Senior member, firm of Ross, McGowan, Hardies & O'Keefe, Chicago, Ill.
1957-1963 General counsel, Chicago & North Western Railway
1963 Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
circa 1981-1982 Retired as chief judge
1987, Dec. 21 Died, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Carl Eugene McGowan span the years 1921-1988, with the bulk of the material concentrated in his years
as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988. The collection consists
primarily of court case files depicting his judicial career. Included also are correspondence, speeches and writings by
McGowan and others, subject material, and miscellany. The vast majority of the papers are of a professional nature with
almost none reflecting his private life. The collection is organized into six series: General Correspondence, U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, Speeches and Writings File, Subject File, Miscellany, and 2023 Addition.

With its receipt of the Carl Eugene McGowan Papers in 1988, the Library of Congress added another rich collection to its
unparalleled holdings of modern judicial papers. [The following description is taken from Library of Congress Acquisitions,
Manuscript Division, 1988 (Washington, D.C.: 1990): 26-27 ] President John F. Kennedy appointed McGowan to the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 1963. Because of its location in Washington and
its jurisdiction over cases involving federal agencies, this appeals court is often considered second in importance only to
the Supreme Court. Usually a moderating influence on this deeply divided bench, McGowan served as chief judge from
January 1980 to May 1981 when he assumed senior judge status with a reduced work load. He continued to serve as a
senior judge until his death on 21 December 1987, at the age of seventy-six.
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Carl McGowan was born in Hymera, Indiana, on 7 May 1911, and grew up in Paris, Illinois. After graduating from
Dartmouth College in 1932, McGowan earned a law degree from Columbia University in 1936. He practiced law in New
York City with what is today the firm of Debevoise & Plimpton. In 1939 he joined the Northwestern University law school
faculty in Evanston, Illinois, before serving in the United States Navy during World War II as special assistant to the under
secretary of the navy and later as associate general counsel for the Office of War Mobilization and Reconversion. After the
war, McGowan practiced law briefly in Washington with the firm of Douglas, Proctor, MacIntyre & Gates, before returning
to Illinois in 1948 to rejoin the faculty of Northwestern's law school. He served as an assistant to Illinois Governor Adlai
Stevenson from 1948 to 1952 and was a key organizer of Stevenson's unsuccessful 1952 Democratic bid for the presidency
against Republican candidate Dwight D. Eisenhower. McGowan remained close to Stevenson and delivered the eulogy at
the governor's funeral in 1965. After the Stevenson campaign, McGowan continued to teach at Northwestern, practiced law
in Chicago with the firm of Ross, McGowan, Hardies & O'Keefe, and served as general counsel to the Chicago and North
Western Railway Company until his appointment to the appeals court.

McGowan often complained that too many lawyers wrote poorly, smothering their arguments "under literally bushels of
word, inexpertly put together." His own judicial opinions were noted for their precision. In a 1980 opinion, McGowan
articulated standards that became widely adopted elsewhere for determining the admissibility in a criminal trial of
information about defendants' prior convictions. In a 1977 Freedom of Information Act lawsuit involving a background
briefing by Henry Kissinger, then head of the National Security Council, McGowan delivered a much-needed judicial
definition of a background briefing. It is a procedure, said McGowan, "designed to permit dissemination of information
to the public, while simultaneously avoiding the risks associated with the direct quotation of high-ranking government
personnel or official attribution of sensitive statements to government sources identified by name."

Among the more notable of McGowan's cases was his 1973 vote with the majority in a 5 to 2 decision ordering President
Nixon to turn over disputed White House tape recordings made after the Watergate break-in. In 1982 McGowan wrote the
opinion rejecting Nixon's attempt to keep portions of some six thousand hours of tapes from being made public.

During his lifetime, McGowan expressed his desire to leave his papers to the Library, and the collection was formally
donated after his death as the gift of his wife, Josephine Perry McGowan. The McGowan papers total approximately
forty-five thousand items, with nearly three quarters of the collection consisting of files on cases that came before the
appeals court. These files contain notes on and drafts of the opinions delivered in the case, copies of briefs, and notes on the
views of other judges regarding the disposition of the case. The McGowan Papers also contain extensive files on procedural
rules and the administrative conduct of the federal judiciary, particularly the appeals court; files relating to McGowan's
many lectures and essays on legal matters; and papers concerning his participation in legal and judicial conferences and his
legal education and research activities. The collection also contains copies of the judge's general correspondence file for the
period of his judicial career as well as an oral history interview on Adlai Stevenson, drafts of his Stevenson eulogy, and
lectures and essays he wrote about Stevenson.

Arrangement of the Collection
This collection is arranged in six series:

• General Correspondence, 1962-1987
• U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988
• Speeches and Writings File, 1921-1987
• Subject File, 1930-1987
• Miscellany, 1984-1987
• 2023 Addition, 1949-1953
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1-5 General Correspondence, 1962-1987

Incoming and outgoing correspondence.
Arranged alphabetically and roughly chronologically therein.

BOX 6-112 U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

BOX 6-23 General Early Files, 1963-1970
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 24-34 Members of Panels, 1963-1970
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 35-72 Joint Judges, 1969-1976
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 73 McGowan Opinions, 1971
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 87-103 General Later Files, 1972-1986
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 104-112 Office Files, 1962-1988
Correspondence, reports, committee materials, and subject files, Includes additional joint

judges cases maintained separately from those in the Joint Judges subseries and those
retrieved from the Miscellany series. Also includes material from other circuits and
miscellaneous files regarding court matters.

Arranged by type of material, organization or subject.

BOX 113-125 Speeches and Writings File, 1921-1987
Speeches, lectures, other speaking material, and writings by McGowan and others, including

related correspondence, reports, and printed matter. Writings by McGowan include articles,
book reviews, and tributes to others.

Organized into a speeches, lectures, and other speaking material file and a writings file.

BOX 126-148 Subject File, 1930-1987
Correspondence, printed matter, and related material.
Arranged alphabetically by subject.
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BOX 149 Miscellany, 1984-1987
Portrait, memorial service program, obituaries, and items from an exhibit relating to William

H. Taft.
Arranged alphabetically by subject or type of material.

BOX 150-151 2023 Addition, 1949-1953
Speeches and personal correspondence dating from McGowan's time as counsel to Governor

Adlai E. Stevenson of Illinois. While the correspondence is marked "personal," the bulk
of the correspondence is with professional contacts. Topics include policy and campaign
matters.

Arranged alphabetically by type of material.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1-5 General Correspondence, 1962-1987
Incoming and outgoing correspondence.
Arranged alphabetically and roughly chronologically therein.

BOX 1 "A-D" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

BOX 2 "E-K" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

BOX 3 "L-Q" miscellaneous
(5 folders)

BOX 4 "R-U" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

BOX 5 "V-Z" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

BOX 6-112 U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

BOX 6-23 General Early Files, 1963-1970
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 6 "A" miscellaneous
(18 folders)

"B" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

BOX 7 (7 folders)
"C" miscellaneous

(18 folders)
BOX 8 (3 folders)

"D" miscellaneous
(20 folders)

BOX 9 (6 folders)
"E" miscellaneous

(3 folders)
"F" miscellaneous

(10 folders)
BOX 10 "G" miscellaneous

(19 folders)
BOX 11 "H" miscellaneous

(10 folders)
"I" miscellaneous

(9 folders)
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"J" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

"K" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

"M" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

BOX 12 "N" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

"L" miscellaneous
(14 folders)

"Mc" miscellaneous
(2 folders)

BOX 13 "N" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

"O" miscellaneous
(5 folders)

"P" miscellaneous
(19 folders)

BOX 14 "Q" miscellaneous
"R" miscellaneous

(22 folders)
BOX 15 "S" miscellaneous

(19 folders)
BOX 16 (6 folders)

"T" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

BOX 17 (3 folders)
"U" miscellaneous

(2 folders)
BOX 18 (10 folders)
BOX 19 (3 folders)

"V" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

BOX 20 "W" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

BOX 21 (6 folders)
BOX 22 (7 folders)
BOX 23 (4 folders)

"Y" miscellaneous
"Z" miscellaneous

(3 folders)

BOX 24-34 Members of Panels, 1963-1970
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 24 "A" miscellaneous
(16 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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"B" miscellaneous
(18 folders)

BOX 25 "B" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

"C" miscellaneous
(12 folders)

"D" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

BOX 26 (12 folders)
"E" miscellaneous

(4 folders)
"F" miscellaneous

(13 folders)
"G" miscellaneous

(4 folders)
BOX 27 (18 folders)

"H" miscellaneous
BOX 28 "I" miscellaneous

(8 folders)
"J" miscellaneous

(14 folders)
"K" miscellaneous

(10 folders)
"L" miscellaneous

(12 folders)
BOX 29 (3 folders)

"Mc" miscellaneous
(5 folders)

"M" miscellaneous
(21 folders)

"N" miscellaneous
(8 folders)

BOX 30 (3 folders)
"O" miscellaneous

(3 folders)
"P" miscellaneous

(27 folders)
"Q" miscellaneous
"R" miscellaneous

(18 folders)
BOX 31 "S" miscellaneous

(33 folders)
"T" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
BOX 32 (12 folders)

"U" miscellaneous
(5 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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"V" miscellaneous
(8 folders)

"W" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

BOX 33 (20 folders)
BOX 34 (22 folders)

"Y" miscellaneous
(2 folders)

"Z" miscellaneous
(2 folders)

BOX 35-72 Joint Judges, 1969-1976
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 35 "A" miscellaneous
(22 folders)

BOX 36 (27 folders)
"B" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
BOX 37 (35 folders)
BOX 38 (24 folders)
BOX 39 (7 folders)

"C" miscellaneous
(8 folders)

BOX 40 (28 folders)
BOX 41 (16 folders)
BOX 42 (30 folders)
BOX 43 (7 folders)

"D" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

BOX 44 (24 folders)
BOX 45 (14 folders)

"E" miscellaneous
(11 folders)

BOX 46 (7 folders)
"F" miscellaneous

(24 folders)
BOX 47 (3 folders)

"G" miscellaneous
(27 folders)

BOX 48 (7 folders)
"H" miscellaneous

(18 folders)
BOX 49 (23 folders)
BOX 50 (11 folders)
BOX 51 (20 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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"I" miscellaneous
(6 folders)

BOX 52 (11 folders)
BOX 53 (2 folders)

"J" miscellaneous
(23 folders)

BOX 54 (12 folders)
"K" miscellaneous

(2 folders)
BOX 55 (20 folders)

"L" miscellaneous
(10 folders)

BOX 56 (30 folders)
BOX 57 (13 folders)

"Mc" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

"M" miscellaneous
(5 folders)

BOX 58 (23 folders)
BOX 59 (38 folders)

"N" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

BOX 60 (20 folders)
BOX 61 (10 folders)
BOX 62 (5 folders)

"O" miscellaneous
(13 folders)

"P" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

BOX 63 (35 folders)
BOX 64 (8 folders)

"Q" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

"R" miscellaneous
(11 folders)

BOX 65 (25 folders)
"S" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
BOX 66 (24 folders)
BOX 67 (42 folders)
BOX 68 (4 folders)

"T" miscellaneous
(20 folders)

BOX 69 (12 folders)
"U" miscellaneous

(4 folders)
"V" miscellaneous

(4 folders)
BOX 70 (9 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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"W" miscellaneous
(35 folders)

BOX 71 (17 folders)
BOX 72 (8 folders)

"Y" miscellaneous
(6 folders)

"Z" miscellaneous
(2 folders)

BOX 73 McGowan Opinions, 1971
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 73 "A" miscellaneous
(16 folders)

BOX 74 "A" miscellaneous
(2 folders)

"B" miscellaneous
(10 folders)

BOX 75 (5 folders)
"C" miscellaneous

(13 folders)
BOX 76 (8 folders)

"D" miscellaneous
(5 folders)

BOX 77 (6 folders)
"E" miscellaneous

(6 folders)
"F" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
BOX 78 (4 folders)

"G" miscellaneous
(13 folders)

BOX 79 "H" miscellaneous
(12 folders)

"I" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

"J" miscellaneous
(2 folders)

BOX 80 (2 folders)
"K" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
"L" miscellaneous

(8 folders)
BOX 81 (5 folders)

"Mc" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents

Carl McGowan Papers  12



"M" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

"N" miscellaneous
(4 folders)

BOX 82 (10 folders)
"O" miscellaneous

(2 folders)
"P" miscellaneous

(3 folders)
BOX 83 (12 folders)

"Q" miscellaneous
(1 folder)

BOX 84 "R" miscellaneous
(10 folders)

"S" miscellaneous
(11 folders)

BOX 85 (12 folders)
"T" miscellaneous

(4 folders)
"U" miscellaneous

(1 folder)
BOX 86 (4 folders)

"V" miscellaneous
(1 folder)

"W" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

BOX 87-103 General Later Files, 1972-1986
Case files including correspondence, briefs, notes, opinions, dissents, concurrences, printed

matter, and miscellaneous material.
Arranged in alphabetical order by first letter of case.

BOX 87 "A" miscellaneous
(34 folders)

BOX 88 (23 folders)
"B" miscellaneous

(24 folders)
BOX 89 (33 folders)

"C" miscellaneous
(13 folders)

BOX 90 (40 folders)
BOX 91 (13 folders)

"D" miscellaneous
(29 folders)

BOX 92 (8 folders)
"E" miscellaneous

(14 folders)
"F" miscellaneous

(31 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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BOX 93 "G" miscellaneous
(32 folders)

"H" miscellaneous
(16 folders)

BOX 94 (20 folders)
"I" miscellaneous

(16 folders)
"J" miscellaneous

(25 folders)
BOX 95 "K" miscellaneous

(24 folders)
"L" miscellaneous

(29 folders)
BOX 96 (8 folders)

"Mc" miscellaneous
(9 folders)

"M" miscellaneous
(37 folders)

BOX 97 (26 folders)
"N" miscellaneous

(23 folders)
BOX 98 (27 folders)

"O" miscellaneous
(7 folders)

"P" miscellaneous
(12 folders)

BOX 99 (32 folders)
"Q" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
"R" miscellaneous

(22 folders)
BOX 100 (21 folders)

"S" miscellaneous
(27 folders)

BOX 101 (64 folders)
BOX 102 "T" miscellaneous

(33 folders)
"U" miscellaneous

(15 folders)
"V" miscellaneous

(10 folders)
BOX 103 "W" miscellaneous

(52 folders)
"Y" miscellaneous

(2 folders)
"Z" miscellaneous

(2 folders)

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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BOX 104-112 Office Files, 1962-1988
Correspondence, reports, committee materials, and subject files, Includes additional joint

judges cases maintained separately from those in the Joint Judges subseries and those
retrieved from the Miscellany series. Also includes material from other circuits and
miscellaneous files regarding court matters.

Arranged by type of material, organization or subject.

BOX 104 Additional joint judge case files, 1965-1977
"C" miscellaneous

(3 folders)
"D" miscellaneous

(2 folders)
"F" miscellaneous
"H" miscellaneous
"M" miscellaneous

(5 folders)
"N" miscellaneous

(2 folders)
BOX 105 "P" miscellaneous

"R" miscellaneous
(3 folders)

BOX 106 (2 folders)
"S" miscellaneous
"T" miscellaneous

Congratulatory letters
Appointment to U.S. Court of Appeals, 1962-1963
Appointment as chief judge, 1981

Other circuits
First Circuit

June 1983
(2 folders)

BOX 107 June 1983
Nov. 1984

(2 folders)
BOX 108 Second Circuit

Spring 1972
May 1972

(2 folders)
Fall 1983
Nov. 1983

Fourth, Eighth and Eleventh Circuits, invitations, 1983
Fifth Circuit

1968-1969, 1973
1969

BOX 109 Ad Hoc Committee on Judicial Review, 1982
Administration of justice, 1966-1970
Administrative Conference Committee on Judicial Review, 1986
Administrative Conference of the United States

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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1968-1970, 1977
1979-1980

Advisory Committee on Civil Rules and Practice, 1967-1968
Advisory Committee on Procedures, 1976, 1978
Annual reporting of opinions, 1986-1987
Appointment of Counsel for Indigents, 1965, 1967
Assignments, should be channeled through one office, 1965
Bicentennial Committee for Constitution, D.C. Circuit, 1986-1987

BOX 110 Bifurcated trial, 1965, 1970
Bill for Reform and Modernization of the Patent Laws, 1973
Bill to Regulate and Foster Commerce among the States . . ., 1966
Burdick Subcommittee Improvements in Judicial Machinery, 1971
Circuit Judicial Conference

General, 1978
Committee on Arrangements, 1977
Committee on Legislation and Court Improvements, 1978
Committee on Practices, Procedures and Operations of Clerk's Office, 1964-1965, 1967
Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure, Standing Committee, 1972-1980

Committee:
List, undated
Problem of publications by judges not sitting on the Panel which heard a case, 1964
Problems created by Lynch v. Overholser and Whalem v. United States, 1967
Sentencing institutes and seminars, 1964-1965, 1967

BOX 111 Solicitation of grants by Judicial Conference Committee, 1966
Compilation of Judicial Council decisions, 1962-1972
Criminal calendar (District Court, 1965)
Federal Judicial Center, 1969
Joint Committee, U.S. Court of Appeals, U.S. District Court 1969, 1971-1973
Joint Council, D.C. Court, D.C. Court of Appeals, Superior Court, 1971 of Four Courts,

1971
Judicial Conference, 1975-1977

(3 folders)
Judicial Conference Committee

Judicial Review Provisions in Regulatory Reform Legislation, 1981
Law clerk selection, 1984-1985
Law clerkships, 1982

Judicial Council
Committee on Judicial Ethics, 1969-1970, 1979
Resolutions, 1971

Law clerk
Application information count, 1987-1988
Selection date materials, 1985-1987

Law relating to District of Columbia, 88th Congress, first session, 1963
Letter to be sent to indigents for whom counsel [has been] appointed, 1984, 1986-1987

BOX 112 Liaison Committee, 1970, 1972-1974, 1977
Liaison with Committee on Procedures for Court of Appeals through September 30, 1982,

1981

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988
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Library Committee, 1971-1973
Miscellaneous files, Lists, undated
Opinion statistics, full court, 1987
Panel of Lawyers under the Criminal Justice Act for This Court, 1971
Plan for Furnishing Representation to Indigents in the District of Columbia, 1972
Powers and responsibilities of circuit judicial councils, 1973
Quarterly reports, 1983-1987
Recusal list, 1985
Rehearing without vacating original opinions of the panel, 1971-1972, 1974
Relationship between Local D.C. Courts and the Judicial Conference and Judicial Council

(S. 1982), 1967-1968
Release of tape recordings, 1966-1967
Report of operations, U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, 1962-1964
Revision of the laws of the Judicial Conference, 1963
Senior status, 1981
Standing Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure, 1982
Summary on criminal defendants workload in U.S. Attorney's Office, 1963

BOX 113-125 Speeches and Writings File, 1921-1987
Speeches, lectures, other speaking material, and writings by McGowan and others, including

related correspondence, reports, and printed matter. Writings by McGowan include articles,
book reviews, and tributes to others.

Organized into a speeches, lectures, and other speaking material file and a writings file.

BOX 113 Speeches and lectures
By McGowan

Lecture and speech lists, undated
(2 folders)

American Law Institute, Philadelphia, Pa., 1973
General
Annual dinner

Appellate Judges' Conference, 1973
Arizona State University, Tempe Ariz., 1970
Association of American Law Schools, San Antonio, Tex., 1981

BOX 114 Caracas, Venezuela, 1964
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, 1977
Chicago Bar Association, annual meeting, 1965
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va., Sherwell Lecture, 1970
Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

Sulzbacher Lecture
1976

(2 folders)
BOX 115 1977

Law School, Alumni Association Award, 1979
Leventhal Piece, 1979-1981

Court of Claims, Washington, D.C., commemoration of the career of Daniel Webster and
the 150th anniversary of the Supreme Court decision in the Dartmouth College Case,
1969

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, 1962-1988

Container Contents
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Federal Agency Practice Symposium, American Bar Association, Mayflower Hotel,
Washington, D.C., 1967

BOX 116 George Washington University, Washington, D.C.
Manuel Cohen Lecture, 1984 (1 folder and 1 file)
National Law Center, Administrative Conference Lecture, 1984

Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., Philip A. Hart Memorial Lecture, 1982-1983
Legal Club of Chicago, Chicago, Ill., 1960
Naturalization ceremony, remarks, 1972
Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill.

Rosenthal Lectures, 1966-1970
Honorary degree, 1976

BOX 117 Notre Dame Law School, South Bend, Ind., 1956-1958
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 1981-1982
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., orientation program, 1966
Railroad Transportation Institute, Chicago Spring Seminar, Chicago, Ill., 1968
San Diego, Calif.

National Conference on Appellate Justice
1971-1973

BOX 118 1973-1976
California State Bar Association, Morrison Lecture, 1981-1982

(2 folders)
Schaefer, Walter V., memorial service at American Law Institute

BOX 119 Third Circuit, Judicial Conference, Philadelphia, Pa., 1976
(2 folders)

Tulane University Law School, New Orleans, La., 1979
University of California, Berkeley, Calif., 1977-1978
University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill.

Ernst Freund Lecture, 1966, 1966, 1973
(2 folders)

Alumni Association Annual Dinner, 1975
BOX 120 Speeches, talks, reports, papers, articles, etc., 1976-1977

Schwartz fellowship, 1978
Occasional papers including Annual Luncheon address, 1979

BOX 121 University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio, William H. Taft Lecture, 1986
University of Georgia, Athens, Ga., Sibley Lecture, 1980
University of Illinois, Champaign, Ill., recognition dinner, 1965
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, law review banquet, 1978
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Devise Lectures, 1971-1973, 1981
Law Library addition dedication, 1981

BOX 122 University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis, Minn., William B. Lockhart Lecture,
1982

University of Pennsylvania Law Review, Philadelphia, Pa., Judge Henry Friendly tribute,
1984

University of San Diego, San Diego, Calif., Nathanson Lecture, 1986
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va., lectures and seminar, 1966

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation Award in Law, 1977

Speeches and Writings File, 1921-1987
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University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis., 1984
Vermont Law School, South Royalton, Vt., commencement address, 1980

BOX 123 By others
Brennan, William J., Jr., 1967
Bullitt, William Marshall, 1924
Burger, Warren E., 1968, 1970, 1973, 1985
Dickinson, J. M., 1921
Freund, Paul A., 1976
Friendly, Henry J., 1974
Manning, Dean Bayless, 1964-1965
Taft, William H., 1922
Tolman, Edgar B., 1930
Warren, Earl, 1958

Writings
By McGowan

Articles
"The Administrative Conference: Guardian and Guide of the Regulatory Process," 1985
"Constitutional Interpretation and Criminal Identification," 1970
"Federalism, Old and New, and the Federal Courts," 1982
"A Reply to Judicialization," 1986
"United States Courts of Appeals," 1984
"The View from an Inferior Court," 1982

Tributes
Friendly, Henry J., 1986
Medina, Harold R., 1986 (sketch by McGowan for biography by J. Woodford Howard,

Jr.)
Nathanson, Nathaniel, 1977-1978
Schaefer, Walter V., 1979
Tamm, Edward Allen, 1986-1987

BOX 124 Book reviews
Elements of Judicial Strategy, by Walter F. Murphy, 1965
Hart and Wechsler's The Federal Courts and the Federal System, by Paul M. Bater,

Paul J. Mishkin, David L. Shapiro and Herbert Wechsler, 1973-1974
Judicial Review and the National Political Process, by Jesse H. Choper, 1980-1981
Justice Rutledge and the Bright Constellation, by Fowler V. Harper, 1965-1966
Modern Appellate Practice: Federal and State Civil Appeals, by Robert J. Martineau,

1986-1987
The Modern Supreme Court, by Robert G. McCloskey, 1972

Abraham, Henry J., Justices and Presidents: A Political History of Appointments to the
Supreme Court, 1985 (fragment)

Aldisert, Ruggero J., "An American View of the Judicial Function," 1976
Bell, Griffin B.

"The Attorney General: The Federal Government's Chief Lawyer and Chief Litigator,
or One among Many?," 1978

Book review, "Views from the Bench," by Mark W. Cannon and David M. O'Brien, 1985
Bickel, Alexander M.
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The Last Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at the Bar of Politics, 1962
(fragment)

The Supreme Court and the Idea of Progress, 1969 (fragment)
Bishop, Joseph W., Jr., typescript copy of untitled article on international terrorism,

1981-1982
Brett, Tybe, "English Judicial Review and the Politics of Education" undated
Choper, Jesse H., "Judicial Review and the National Political Process," 1980 (fragment)
Currie, David P., The Constitution in the Supreme Court: 1921-30, 1986

BOX 125 Dorsen, Norman, "Separation of Powers and Federalism," 1978
Estreicher, Samuel and Sexton, John Redefining the Supreme Court's Role, 1986

(uncorrected page proofs)
Fish, Peter G., "William Howard Taft and Charles Evans Hughes: Conservative Politicians

as Chief Judicial Reformers," undated
Frank, John P., Marble Palace: The Supreme Court in American Life, 1961 (fragment)
Frankfurter, Felix, "Mr. Chief Justice Taft," 1921
Frankfurter, Felix, and James M. Landis, The Business of the Supreme Court: A Study in

the Federal Judicial System, 1927 (fragment)
"The Supreme Court under the Judiciary Act of 1925," 1928

Friendly, Henry J., "From a Fellow Worker on the Railroads," 1986
Graff, Thomas J., book review of "Environmental Law and Public Policy," by Richard B.

Stewart and James E. Krier, 1979
Halpern, Stephen C., and Charles M. Lamb, Supreme Court Activism and Restraint, 1982

(fragment)
Harlan, John M., Jr., "The Role of Oral Argument," undated
Hart, Henry M., Jr., "The Relations between State and Federal Law," undated
Henkin, Louis, "Litigating the President's Power to Terminate Treaties," undated
Jones, Harry W., "The Brooding Omnipresence of Constitutional Law," 1979
Kutler, Stanley I., "Chief Justice Taft, National Regulation, and the Commerce Power,"

1965
Mason, Alpheus Thomas

"Extra-Judicial Work for Judges: The Views of Chief Justice Stone," 1953
"The Labor Decisions of Chief Justice Taft," 1930
"William Howard Taft," 1969

Murphy, Walter F., "In His Own Image: Mr. Chief Justice Taft and Supreme Court
Appointments," 1961

Posner, Richard A., The Federal Courts: Crisis and Reform, 1985 (fragment)
Powell, Thomas Reed

"The Supreme Court and State Police Power, 1922-1930," 1931
"The Supreme Court's Adjudication of Constitutional Issues in 1921-1922, V" (Part

VIII, "Jurisdiction and Procedure of Courts"), 1922
Rosenthal, Julius, title unknown, book typescript on federalism, undated
Voorhees, Theodore, "The District of Columbia Courts: A Judicial Anomaly," 1980
Vorenberg, James [with Charles Fried], "A Model Code of Pre-Arraignment Procedure,"

1971-1972
Westwood, Howard C., "Getting Justice for the Freedman," 1971
White, G. Edward, The American Judicial Tradition: Profiles of Leading American

Judges, 1976 (fragment)
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Winters, Richard H., "An Intercircuit Panel of the United States Courts of Appeals: The
Costs of Structural Change," undated (fragment)

Unidentified authors
Congressional Quarterly's Guide to the U.S. Supreme Court, 1979 (fragment)
"The Office of Chief Justice," undated (fragment)
Signed H.S., "The Supreme Court's Attitude toward Liberty of Contract and Freedom

of Speech," 1931

BOX 126-148 Subject File, 1930-1987
Correspondence, printed matter, and related material.
Arranged alphabetically by subject.

BOX 126 Administrative Office of the United States Courts Bankruptcy Statistics, 1963-1967
Advisory Council for Appellate Justice, 1971-1973
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences Bicentennial Conference, Philadelphia,

Pa., 1976
American Bar Association, Chicago, Ill.

Administrative Law Section, road to reform, 1979
Advisory Committee to the President Elect, 1975-1976
The Business of the United States Courts of Appeals, by Paul D. Carrington, 1967

BOX 127 Commission on Undergraduate Education in Law and the Humanities, 1977-1981
Committee on Legislative Drafting, 1961, 1963-1964
Congestion in the United States Courts of Appeals, 1966-1968

BOX 128 Meeting, London, England, 1985
National Institute on Federal Regulation, 1979
Section on Litigation, 1981
Study of Congestion in the U.S. Courts of Appeals, 1965-1967

BOX 129 American Bar Association, Chicago, Ill.
Miscellany, 1979

American Law Institute, Philadelphia Pa.
Advisory Committee, federal securities statutes, 1969-1971, 1973
Annual meeting, 1979
Changes to by-laws and council laws (American Law Institute-American Bar Association),

1979
Committee to Examine the By-Laws, 1968-1970, 1973

BOX 130 Committee to Recommend New Director, 1983
Council Meeting, Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D.C., 1978
Executive Committee, 1976, 1979, 1987
Joint Committee on Continuing Legal Education (American Law Institute-American Bar

Association) 1967-1971, 1974, 1977-1978, 1983
Joint Study on Legal Education, 1970, 1972-1973

BOX 131 Membership Committee, 1978-1981, 1983, 1985, 1987
Proposal for membership, 1971-1972, 1974-1975
Regional Symposiums on Structure and Governance of Corporations, 1978
Special Committee on Post-Admission Legal Education 1976, 1979
Miscellany, 1953-1975

(3 folders)
American University, Washington, D.C., Dean's Council, 1985-1986
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Arizona State University, Tempe, Ariz.
1981
1984, visiting professor

Ash Report, 1971
Association of American Law Schools, Conference of Law and the Social Sciences, 1969

BOX 132 Bail Reform Act, 1967
Bicentennial Historical Committee, 1972, 1975-1977
Brookings Institution, Conference for Business Executives on Federal Government Operations,

1981
Burkan (Nathan)Competition (Herman Finkelstein), 1971
Caplan, Gerald M., police functioning, 1971
Civil Rights Aid, Standing Committee, 1964-1965
Columbia University Law School, New York, N.Y., Board of Visitors, 1981-1983

BOX 133 Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H.
Bicentennial, 1967-1969, 1981, 1986
Committee on Investment, 1967, 1969, 1971-1972

BOX 134 District of Columbia
Bar pro bono contribution, 1987
Bail Agency, Judge Hart's Committee, 1967-1969
Bail Project, 1964-1966

File 1
BOX 135 File 2

English justice, 1983
Federal Executive Institute, Charlottesville, Va., Administrative Conference, 1977
Federal offenders in the U.S. District Courts, 1963-1964
Fell, Jesse, commemorative stamp, 1982
Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., honorary degree, 1984
Illinois Code of Criminal Practice Conference, University of Illinois, Champagne-Urbana, Ill.,

1963
BOX 136 Judicial disability, 1930, 1964-1966, 1968

Lawyer's conscience and legal ethics, 1982
Legal Aid Agency, 1963-1966

BOX 137 Madeira School, Greenway, Va.
Board of Directors, 1967-1969, 1971
Development Planning Committee, 1970-1971
Education Committee, 1965-1970
Finance Committee, 1968-1969

Moot Courts
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, 1978
Columbia University, New York City

Harlan Fiske Stone Moot Court, 1972
Executive Committee, 1982

Duke University, Durham, N.C., 1983
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., Ames Competition, 1969, 1976

(2 folders)
Howard University, Washington, D.C., 1968

BOX 138 New York University, New York, 1983
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University of Arizona, Tucson, 1986
University of Chicago, Ill., 1968, 1984

(2 folders)
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Ill, 1980
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich., 1968
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Ind., 1964
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., 1974
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va., 1967-1968

(2 folders)
Wayne State University, Detroit, Mich., 1985
Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 1971

New York Times article, 1982
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 1979, 1981
Person under supervision of the federal probation system, 1963-1966
Practicing Law Institute, New York, N.Y., 1981-1982

BOX 139 Salzburg Seminar
Alumni Association, Washington, D.C., 1979-1982, 1986
Board of Directors

1977-1982
BOX 140 1982-1986

Graham, Edgar, Salzburg Fellow murdered in Ulster, Ireland, 1982-1984
Korf/Bonn Project, 1976-1978
Washington event/development, 1979, 1982

BOX 141 Miscellany
1967-1969
1976

BOX 142 1979-1981
(4 folders)

1981-1982
1981, 1984-1985

BOX 143 1982
1983

(2 folders)
1984-1985

(2 folders)
1984-1986
1986-1987

(2 folders)
BOX 144 Second Triennial Award Committee, Order of the Coif, 1965-1968

Segal (Bernard G.) Committee, 1977
Stevenson, Adlai E.

Correspondence, 1964-1983
Law Club address, Memorial, 1966
Northwestern Law Review, Article re Stevenson, 1965
Washington Post, 1965
Book review, A Study of Values, by Herbert J. Muller, 1967-1968

BOX 145 Oral history interviews
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Columbia University, New York, N.Y. (1977), with correspondence, 1968-1972,
1977-1980

Harry S. Truman Library, Independence, Mo (1970), with correspondence, 1970-1972
Stevenson dedication commemoration, 1969
Stevenson Lecture Fund, 1965-1966
Publication of Stevenson papers, Advisory Committee, 1966-1974

BOX 146 Eulogy
Letters, 1965
Washington Cathedral, Washington, D.C., 1965

Memorial
Letters, 1965
Service, U.N. Charter Day, 1965

BOX 147 Tydings Subcommittee on Improvements in Judicial Machinery, 1965-1969
Unified Federal Correctional System, 1965-1966
University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill., Visiting Committee, 1986
University of Connecticut, Storrs, Conn., Distinguished Visitors Program, 1975
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kans., Page Jurist-in-Residence Program, 1979
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Conn.

Honorary degree, 1982
Miscellany, 1983

BOX 148 University of Pennsylvania Law Review, "Assuming Jurisdiction Arguendo: The Rationale and
Limits of Hypothetical Jurisdiction," 1979

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn., 1974
University of Victoria, Victoria, Columbia, Canada, 1975, 1977
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

Advisory Committee, ABA Appellate Judges Conference, 1980-1981
Center for Advanced Studies, 1983
Selection Committee, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation Award, 1982
Visiting Committee, 1983, 1985, 1987
White Burkett Miller Center, 1981

Walter E. Meyer Research Institute of Law, 1967
Wayne State University, Detroit, Mich., Honigman Fellow, 1985
William L. Cary Endowment, Columbia University, New York, N.Y., 1984
Work program, area schools, Washington, D.C., 1974
Yale Law School, New Haven, Conn., 1983

BOX 149 Miscellany, 1984-1987
Portrait, memorial service program, obituaries, and items from an exhibit relating to William

H. Taft.
Arranged alphabetically by subject or type of material.

BOX 149 McGowan portrait, presentation of, 1984-1985
(2 folders)

Memorial service program, 1987
Obituaries, 1987

Subject File, 1930-1987

Container Contents

Carl McGowan Papers  24



William H. Taft exhibit, undated

BOX 150-151 2023 Addition, 1949-1953
Speeches and personal correspondence dating from McGowan's time as counsel to Governor

Adlai E. Stevenson of Illinois. While the correspondence is marked "personal," the bulk
of the correspondence is with professional contacts. Topics include policy and campaign
matters.

Arranged alphabetically by type of material.

BOX 150 Personal correspondence, 1949-1953
BOX 150 A-C
BOX 150 D-G
BOX 150 H
BOX 150 J-L
BOX 150 M-O
BOX 150 P-S
BOX 150 T-Z
BOX 151 Speeches, 1950-1952, undated

Miscellany, 1984-1987
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